6pO                PALA SUPREMACY - DHARMAPALA.
able to establish his supremacy over a greater part of
North India.
The Buddhist scholar Hari-Bhadra, annotator of
Ashta-Sahasrikci, Pr&jn&-pdramitd9 flourished in his
time, He calls Dharmapala a descendant of Rajabhatta.
(Introduction to Rama Chart fa by S. Nandi). From
this, some think him to be a descendant of the Khadga
Dynasty of Samatata, mentioned in the Asrafpur Inscrip-
tion. By 'Raja-bhatta,* Prof. Sastri means *the descen-
dant of a military officer of some king.* (Introd. to
Rama Charita P. 6.) The Rajputs all over*India were
staunch Hindus, bat the Palas were Buddhists : the
Khadga Kings were Buddhists. Samatata was a home
of Buddhism. So, it is probable that the Palas were
scions of the Khadga line, From the i5th century B. C.
to I4th century A* D. Vikrampur in Samatata had been
the seat of powerful dynasties. A descendant of the
Khadga House may have seized Gaur at some opportune
moment.
In their inscriptions, the Pala Kings atyle them as
"Gaureavara or Gauridhipa* i e. Lbwi of Gauf. In the
Sagartal Inscription of Bhoja of the Pratihar Clan,
Dharmapala is called Banga-fati and his soldiers are
called Banga s i. e Bengalis. Therefore, Banga was
a part of the Pala Empire and most of his soldiers
were good Bengalis. The Gam da Pillar Inscription,
Sloka 2, states, "I have made Dharmapala the lord
of eastern quarters, now master of all quarters,"
TarcLndth says, the Palas first conquered Banga
(East Bengal) aad then Magadh, The Pala Kings